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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

Growing learners to live in God’s world 
 

Vision 
Our deeply Christian ethos inspires our service to God and our community. 

Empowering children with transferrable knowledge and skills, and excellence in 

learning through our ambitious curriculum, prepares them for future success in a 

global and digital world. Young minds are encouraged to collaborate, be curious and 

deepen their understanding through fun, purposeful and memorable learning 

experiences. Children feel happy, safe, included and valued; confident in self-

management and expression. Local and global partnerships enrich and enhance 

children’s opportunities, choice and experiences. 

 

This mission is supported by the school’s principles, which have their origins in the 

Bible: 

“The Spirit will make you wise and let you understand 

what it means to know God”                                                             

Ephesians 1:17 

 

 

God told me “My grace is enough; it’s all you need”               

2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord…                             

“plans to give you hope and a future”  

Jeremiah 29:11                                                                                      
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St Andrew's CE Nursery School Early Years Funded Entitlements Policy 

Policy Statement: 

St Andrew's CE Nursery School offers a range of early years funded entitlement 

options for eligible children, providing flexible funding choices to support families with 

the cost of nursery education. This policy outlines the funded entitlement options for 

children aged 2, 3, and 4 years old, and the eligibility criteria for 15 and 30 hours of 

government funding. 

We are pleased to offer 5 places for 2-year-olds with funding options for 15 hours 

and 30 hours of government funding, as well as 15 places for 3 to 4-year-olds with 

similar funding options. This is subject to change depending on our waiting list and adult 

to child ratios. These funded hours aim to support families and provide high-quality 

early education and childcare. 

 

Funding Options for 2-Year-Olds 

15 Hours of Free Childcare (2-Year-Old Funding) 

Eligible children aged 2 may qualify for 15 hours of free childcare per week. This 

funding is available for 38 weeks per year (term-time only). The free entitlement is 

available from the term after the child’s second birthday, and eligibility is subject to 

meeting the required criteria. 

Eligibility for 2-Year-Old Funding: 

To be eligible for 15 hours of free childcare, families must meet one or more of the 

following criteria: 

• The parent is in receipt of Income Support or Income-based Jobseekers 

Allowance (JSA), 

• The parent is in receipt of Universal Credit (with earnings of no more than 

£15,400 per year, after tax), 

• The child is in receipt of Disability Living Allowance (DLA), 

• The child has Special Educational Needs (SEN) or an Education, Health and 

Care (EHC) plan. 

Eligible families will need to apply via the local authority’s Early Years Funding 

Application process. 

30 Hours of Free Childcare (Extended 2-Year-Old Funding) 

Some eligible 2-year-olds may qualify for 30 hours of free childcare per week, based 

on specific family circumstances. 

Eligibility for 30 Hours Funding: 

To be eligible, parents must meet the following criteria: 

• Both parents are working (or the sole parent in a lone-parent family is working), 



• Each parent earns at least the equivalent of 16 hours per week at national 

minimum wage (NMW) or national living wage (NLW), and earns less than 

£100,000 per year, 

• Parents must also meet the general requirements for 30 hours funding, including 

having a valid eligibility code from the government's Childcare Choices website. 

Once eligibility is confirmed, parents will receive an eligibility code, which must be 

submitted to the nursery to claim the additional hours. 

 

Funding Options for 3 and 4-Year-Olds 

15 Hours of Free Childcare (Universal 3-4-Year-Old Funding) 

All children aged 3 and 4 are entitled to 15 hours of free childcare per week, 

available from the term after the child’s third birthday. This funding is available for 38 

weeks per year (term-time only). 

How to Access 15 Hours of Free Funding: 

To access the universal 15 hours, parents need to complete a Free Entitlement Parent 

Declaration Form and submit it to the nursery. No additional criteria are required for 

this entitlement, and it is available to all children who meet the age requirements. 

30 Hours of Free Childcare (Extended 3-4-Year-Old Funding) 

Eligible parents of 3 and 4-year-old children may qualify for an additional 15 hours 

of free childcare, giving a total of 30 hours per week. This additional funding is 

designed to support working families and is available from the term after the child's 

third birthday. 

Eligibility for 30 Hours Funding: 

To qualify for the extended 30 hours, parents must meet the following criteria: 

• Both parents are working (or the sole parent in a single-parent family is 

working), 

• Each parent earns at least the equivalent of 16 hours per week at national 

minimum wage (NMW) or national living wage (NLW), and earns less than 

£100,000 per year, 

• Parents may also include those on zero-hour contracts or those who are self-

employed. Parents on maternity, paternity, or adoption leave, or who are 

unable to work due to disability or caring responsibilities, may also be eligible, 

• Parents will need to obtain an eligibility code through the Childcare Choices 

website, which must be provided to the nursery. 

How to Access 30 Hours of Free Funding: 

Parents must apply online at www.childcarechoices.gov.uk, where they will receive an 

eligibility code. This code must be submitted to the nursery along with the Free 

Entitlement Parent Declaration Form. Failure to provide this code will result in the 

additional hours not being claimed, and those hours will be chargeable. 

 

http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/


 

How to Apply for Funding 

1. Complete the Free Entitlement Parent Declaration Form: 

For both 15 and 30 hours funding, parents will need to complete a Free 

Entitlement Parent Declaration Form and return it to the nursery before 

funding can be claimed. 

2. For 30 Hours Funding: 

If claiming 30 hours of funding, parents must visit the Childcare Choices 

website to apply for an eligibility code. Once the code is received, it must be 

included on the parent declaration form. 

3. Submit Forms and Documentation: 

All completed forms and eligibility codes should be submitted to the nursery at 

the start of the term to ensure that funding is in place for the child. 

4. Eligibility Checks: 

The nursery will verify eligibility for funding and ensure that all necessary 

paperwork is in place for each child. Parents will be notified if there are any 

issues with their eligibility or required documentation. 

 

An application for funding must be made in the term BEFORE your child starts 

Nursery to receive funding as shown below:  

 

If your child turns between, 

They will become eligible for 

a free place  Time to apply 

1st September and 31st December From 1st January 

15th October to 30th 

November 

1st January and 31st March From 1st April 

15th January to 28th 

February 

1st April and 31st August From 1st September 15th June to 31st July 

 

Important Information 

• Term-Time Only: The free entitlements apply during term time (38 weeks per 

year), and any additional hours outside of this will be chargeable. 

• Top-Up Fees: If your child attends additional hours beyond the free 

entitlement, these will be charged at the standard rate. 

• Annual Reconfirmation: For 30 hours funding, eligibility must be reconfirmed 

every three months. Parents will need to reapply for the additional hours each 

term. 

Please note that parents who claim the extended 15 hours (30 hours in total) will need 

to re-confirm their free entitlement code every term to ensure that their funding 

continues. Each application made provides funding for the next term only. It is parents’ 

responsibility to log into their childcare account termly to ensure their funding 

continues – please note that if details are not re-confirmed termly then the 

government withdraws funding and hours will become chargeable.  

 



 

 

Attendance at more than one setting 

The funding relates to the child not the number of nurseries you attend. When you 

complete the parent declaration form you can state how many nurseries your child 

attends and how many of your hours you wish to claim from each nursery. We will then 

claim the number of hours you have allocated. Any hours attended over the 

government funded hours for that nursery will be chargeable.  

 

 
Nursery Sessions Timetable 

 

There is also the option to extend the afternoon session by a chargeable 15 

minutes until 3.15pm at a charge of £2.50. This allows a flexible approach for 

working parents.  

 

Parents choosing an option which would offer all day provision for a child will need 

to arrange a packed lunch for them as this is not provided automatically.  

 

Contact Details 

If you have any questions or need further assistance regarding funded entitlements or 

the application process, please contact Mrs Burdfield at: 

Email: sbm@stap.school  

Phone: 01293 529006 

We are committed to providing high-quality early education for all children and 

ensuring that funding is accessed efficiently and correctly. 

 

Nursery 

Sessions 

Days Times Lunch 

Mornings 

(15 hours) 

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 12:00 Not staying for lunch 

Afternoons 

(15 hours) 

Monday - Friday 12:15pm – 3:15pm Not staying for lunch 

All day 

(30 hours) 

Monday - Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm Children may bring a packed lunch or 

purchase a Chartwells hot meal 

mailto:sbm@stap.school

