
English Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact  

At St Andrew’s C of E Primary School 

 

Growing Readers and Writers to Live in God’s World 

 
Intent 

At St Andrew’s CE Primary School, our English curriculum is underpinned by our school principles: 

Wisdom, Grace and Hope, which are rooted in the Bible. Our aim is to grow readers and writers to 

live in God’s world.  

 

GROWING:  Our ambitious topic-based rolling 

programme ensures that learning is engaging, 

challenging and purposeful. We have high aspirations 

for our children and develop their courage and 

perseverance through appropriately challenging tasks. 

Throughout our English learning sequences, levelled 

success criteria, differentiated target-teaching groups 

and scaffolding allow all pupils to grow and transform 

as learners, and to achieve success, which we celebrate 

in quality, published pieces of writing. We aim to 

continuously develop children’s reading and writing 

skills through a 3-week cycle of plan, teach, learn, 

assess and review, enabling pupils to retain knowledge 

in the long-term.  

READERS AND WRITERS: Our English curriculum aims to develop children’s lifelong love of reading, 

writing and drama to enable them to reach their full potential. We believe that it is vital for pupils to 

leave our school being able to communicate effectively in writing, and to adapt their language for a 

range of purposes and audiences; our skills-based curriculum, which aims to build confidence in using 

the appropriate grammar skills and textual features, will strengthen this. A further aim is that pupils 

develop their verbal communication skills, taking part in discussions in class, exploring a range of 

issues and explaining their thinking.   

TO LIVE IN: A secure foundation in these literacy skills is crucial to a high-quality education and 

will provide our children with the tools they need to fulfil their potential and thrive, not just survive, 

as successful citizens in wider society when they leave school. Texts are chosen carefully to 

encompass a range of themes relating to health, well-being and citizenship including: forgiveness, 

tolerance, worth, repair, love and respect. Research shows that pupil well-being, now and in the 

future, is directly improved by ‘reading for pleasure’ and so we aim to encourage this throughout our 

school week.  

GOD’S WORLD: Through the use of high-quality core texts and a wide range of supportive texts we 

intend to inspire pupils to appreciate not only our British literary heritage but also literature from 

the wider world and other cultures. Children are provided with regular opportunities to benefit from 

culture; a range of trips and activities act as a stimulus for pupils to read and write meaningfully and 

with purpose. We encourage our pupils to contribute to their local community (through writing 

projects such as persuading their families to use less water) and to write purposeful texts linked to 

global issues, such as deforestation or Fairtrade.  



 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Planning the Progression Model 
To enable children to build up their confidence in 

these key skills, we ensure that our English 

curriculum content follows a clear sequence of 

progression. Teaching is designed to help learners 

to remember in the long term the content they 

have been taught and to integrate new knowledge 

into larger concepts. Teachers create their own 

topic-based half-termly medium term plans, 

usually based upon a core text or a selection of 

high quality shorter texts, adapting these plans 

to suit the needs of their classes and their 

particular interests. 

 

 

 Assessment 
In writing, Cold and Hot assessment tasks inform teachers’ planning, engage children in the process of 

their learning and enable teachers to demonstrate to children not only the skills that they are required 

to utilise but also what steps they need to take to ‘close the gap’ between where their writing is now, and 

where it could be. Pupils also take part in regular Phonics assessments, as well as Grammar, Spellings and 

Punctuation tests to assess their progress against their year group’s specific skills.  

In reading, summative assessment takes the form of termly Headstart tests as well as Star Reading 

Assessments termly. Formative assessment is regular and less formal; children either take part in 

reading sessions where teachers assess their decoding and comprehension through assessment record 

sheets, or from Year 2 onwards children record their responses to their reading in their English or 

Learning Adventure books where appropriate. This usually takes place in reading focus sessions but 

reading skills sessions can also be linked with the wider curriculum sessions. Reading formative and 

summative assessments also inform subsequent planning so that teachers are aware of their focus groups 

and the skills which children need to develop in order to make progress.  

Pupils’ attainment and progress is measured on SONAR tracker against the descriptors in our ‘Knowledge 

and Skills Progressions’ documents for Reading, Writing and Phonics. Descriptors are based on the 

National Curriculum objectives. 

 

 

Implementation 

The above aims can only be achieved through effective teaching and learning in English lessons and in the 

wider curriculum. The English curriculum is cross-curricular and skills-based, and provides many 

purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion. Our curriculum closely follows the aims of 

the National Curriculum for English 2014 and Development Matters. Reading and writing are linked within 

English lessons so that children are able to understand the connections between being a reader and being 

a writer. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Andrew’s Reading Skills List 

Children across the school have been involved in 

designing symbols for each of the key 

comprehension skills used in reading sessions. From 

Year 2 onwards, teachers and children refer to 

these skills so that pupils are more involved in 

identifying, understanding and applying the reading 

comprehension skill required to complete a task.  

 

 

 

 Breadth and Depth 
In order to provide a broad English curriculum, throughout the week, 

children take part in writing lessons, as well as reading lessons, and also 

read for pleasure throughout the week and as part of their home 

learning. The weighting of reading and writing sessions depends upon 

the key skills pupils are learning and upon the specific class; for 

instance in Key Stage Two pupils spend approximately 5 hours a week on 

writing, grammar and punctuation, 1.25 hours on phonics and spellings 

and 2 hours on reading. EYFS and Key Stage One children take part in 

daily phonics sessions, and in Year 1 and 2, reading and writing lessons. 

Reception children also access daily phonics sessions and have target 

group sessions with a writing and reading focus throughout the week.  

A range of genres are taught across the school and a key priority is 

making writing and reading purposeful and engaging for children. We use 

a wide variety of quality texts and resources to motivate and inspire our 

children including online resources such as Accelerated Reader and 

MYON online library.  Writing and reading skills are applied with real 

purpose across all of the curriculum areas, further supporting our broad 

and balanced curriculum. Progressive lesson steps, adaptation by task 

and outcome, higher level extensions, teacher questioning, as well as 

teacher target groups, ensure that children are challenged to go deeper 

with their learning.  

Finally, we provide enrichment opportunities, such as poetry and 

creative writing competitions, external visits linked to termly topics, 

library competitions, a ‘reading buddies’ scheme across classes and we 

have a team of keen student librarians in each class in Key Stage Two.  

 

 

 



Impact - 2025 

Our children are confident readers who love to take risks in their reading and writing. They enjoy 

sharing and listening to high-quality texts, and across the school children read a wide variety of 

genres in a range of contexts. Children access a huge range of texts throughout their independent 

reading, their class reading book, their core and link texts as well as other non-fiction texts read in 

topic sessions. Our Learning Adventure books celebrate pupils’ writing through published outcomes, 

and demonstrate that children take pride in their writing and reading across other curriculum areas. 

Regular feedback from parents during class events shows that they are pleased with the breadth of 

the curriculum. Pupil feedback gathered by the English leader is similarly positive.  

Attainment in EYFS and KS1 is above the national average for reading and writing for expected 

standard. The percentage of pupils attaining the higher standard is in line with national average in 

reading and below national in writing. Attainment in KS2 is in line with the national average for 

writing, and below the national average in reading. The percentage of pupils attaining the higher 

standard is in line with national average in reading and writing.  

WRITING – WHOLE SCHOOL 

 R 1 2 3 4 5 6 

EXS/ELG 90% 68% 65% 57% 63% 60% 71% 

EXP/GDS 3% 10% 7% 3% 3% 10%  14% 

 

GLD School: 90% 

GLD National: 72% 

Year 1 Phonics School: 82% 

Year 1 Phonics National: 81% 

YEAR 2 SATS 

PERCENTAGE REACHING EXPECTED: 

 R W M COMB 

St Andrew’s  69% 65% 79% 62% 

National     

 

YEAR 6 SATS  

SCALED SCORES R M 

St Andrew’s  105 101 

National 106 105 

 

 

 

READING – WHOLE SCHOOL 

 R 1 2 3 4 5 6 

EXS/ELG 97% 89% 72% 63% 64% 67% 75% 

EXP/GDS 17% 25% 28% 20% 10% 20% 32% 

PERCENTAGE REACHING GDS: 

 R W M COMB 

St Andrew’s  28% 3% 21% 3% 

National     

% GDS R W M COMB 

St Andrew’s  31% 14% 21% 10% 

National 33% 13% 26% 8% 

% EXS: R W M COMB 

St Andrew’s  72% 69% 52% 48% 

National 75% 72% 74% 62% 


