
Long Term Plan Nursery and Reception 

 

Term Communication 

and Language 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Development 

Physical 

Development 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding 

the World 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

 Topic 

Autumn 1 

 

 

Develop listening and 

attention, talk about 

ourselves and our 

families, build 

vocabulary through 

stories and 

conversations, learning 

how to use words to 

communicate and listen 

to each other, learning 

how to play together. 

Settling into 

Nursery/school, 

establishing routines, 

creating “Golden 

Rules”, building 

relationships, learning 

how to play and tidy 

away, recognising and 

managing feelings, 

giving to others 

(Harvest). 

 

Fine motor 

development, self-

care, gross motor 

skills, pencil 

control, and initial 

mark – making. 

 

Nursery: 

Learning how to use 

the toilet and 

establishing 

toilet/potty 

routines. 

 

Reception PE: body 

management 

 

 

 

Nursery: Listening 

games, rhyme, 

rhythm and oral 

blending, learning how 

to select books and 

look at them 

carefully, enjoy 

listening to stories, 

initial mark – making 

for Learning 

Journals, drawings of 

The Nativity Story 

 

Reception: Begin 

Song of Sounds, 

introducing letter-

sound 

correspondences, 

blending and 

segmenting, name 

writing and early 

caption writing. 

Nursery: Matching, 

sorting, comparing 

and counting through 

play, differentiating 

between numbers and 

letters. 

 

Reception: 

Mastery: early 

mathematical 

experiences 

Families, homes, body 

parts, senses, 

similarities and 

differences, learning 

about Harvest and the 

meaning of it. 

 

Nursery:  

Babies – making 

comparisons to when 

they were younger to 

what they are like 

now. 

 

Reception RE: 

What makes every 

single person unique? 

Self-portraits, 

family art, singing, 

role play and colour 

exploration, acting 

out The Nativity. 

 

Nursery: 

Collaborative art – 

with hand prints 

(thinking what our 

kind hands can do) 

 

Article 8 

(protection 

and 

preservation 

of identity)  

Article 31 

(leisure, 

play and 

culture) 

EYFS ethos 

Article 12 

(respect for 

the views 

of the 

child)  

 

Nursery – 

Marvellous 

Me! 

 

Reception – 

All about me! 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 

 

 

Nursery: 

talk about what how 

amazing our bodies are 

and what they need to 

be healthy. 

 

Reception: 

Ask and answer 

questions, extend 

vocabulary, talk about 

different occupations 

and experiences. 

 

 

Nursery: 

practise looking after 

our bodies through 

exercise, teeth 

cleaning, drinking 

water and mindful 

activities. 

 

Reception: 

Kindness, respect, 

helping others, 

understanding 

community roles. 

 

Nursery: 

Autumn walk, teeth 

brushing, dancing to 

Indian music and 

firework dancing. 

 

Reception: speed, 

agility and travel; 

gymnastics 

Developing 

coordination, using 

tools safely, 

obstacle courses 

and outdoor play. 

 

 

Nursery: Continue 

phonological 

awareness through 

songs and stories 

Map of autumn walk. 

 

Reception: Continue 

Song of Sounds, 

applying phonics to 

read and write simple 

words, captions and 

labels using fiction 

and non-fiction texts. 

Nursery: Counting, 

comparing size and 

exploring shape, 

subitise (linking to 

Christmas gifts for 

Jesus), making 

patterns with autumn 

artefacts, such as 

wood, leaves, 

conkers, pine cones. 

 

Reception: Mastery: 

pattern and early 

number; numbers 

within 6; addition and 

subtraction within 6; 

measures; shape and 

sorting 

Nursery: 

What our bodies need 

to be healthy, Diwali, 

Bonfire Night (safety) 

 

Reception RE: 

Why do Christians do 

nativity plays at 

Christmas? 

 

Reception: 

Families, homes, body 

parts, senses, 

similarities and 

differences. 

 

Nursery: 

Nativity play and 

role – play, Diwali 

art, firework art. 

 

Reception: 

Role play (hospital, 

police station, fire 

station), box 

modelling, music and 

performance. 

 

Article 29 

(goals of 

education)  

Article 13 

(freedom of 

expression)  

 

Nursery – 

Our Busy 

Bodies 

 

Reception – 

Heroes & 

Helpers 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spring 1 

 

 

Nursery: 

Talk about animals that 

like to live in the snow 

and ice, Pancake Day, 

vocabulary linked to 

snow and ice, melting, 

freezing etc. 

 

Reception: 

Retell stories, predict 

events, develop story 

language and 

vocabulary 

 

Nursery: 

Continue to work on 

kindness, sharing and 

cooperation, being a 

good friend to our new 

nursery friends. 

 

Reception: 

Confidence, 

cooperation, 

imagination and 

resilience. 

 

Nursery: 

Moving like winter 

animals, dancing like 

snowflakes. 

 

Reception: 

manipulation and 

coordination 

Drama, movement, 

fine motor 

activities and 

dance. 

 

 

Nursery: Join in with 

repeated refrains 

and sequence familiar 

stories, draw 

pictures of snowmen 

with captions, look at 

non fiction texts and 

make our own 

information book. 

 

Reception: Apply 

Song of Sounds to 

read familiar books 

and write captions 

and simple sentences 

linked to stories. 

Nursery: Explore 

pattern, shape and 

positional language, 

circles (linked to 

“The Snowman”.  
 

Reception: Mastery: 

numbers within 10; 

calendar and time; 

addition and 

subtraction within 10; 

grouping and sharing 

Nursery: 

Ice and melting, cold 

and hot, snowy 

environments, animals 

that like to live in the 

snow (penguins, polar 

bears), thinking about 

what clothes to wear 

in the winter months. 

 

Reception RE: 

How can we help 

others when they need 

it? 

 

Reception: 

Traditional tales, 

story settings, 

sequencing and 

comparing stories. 

 

Nursery: 

Dancing to “The 

Snowman” music, 

penguin dancing, 

snowflake dancing, 

black and white 

pictures, making 

snowflakes. 

 

Reception: 

Storytelling, puppet 

making, small world 

play, music and 

imaginative role 

play. 

 

Article 19 

(protection 

from 

violence, 

abuse and 

neglect)  

 

Nursery – 

Winter 

Wonderland 

 

Reception – 

Jump Into a 

Story 

 

 

Spring 2 

 

 

Nursery: 

Talk about Jack and 

his actions (were they 

kind?), feelings linked 

to the characters in 

the story, The Easter 

Story, what plants 

need to live, what 

comes out of a bean, 

what else grows from 

seeds, favourite fruit 

and vegetables. 

 

Reception: 
Describe journeys, ask 

questions and 

introduce transport 

vocabulary,  

 

Nursery: 

Think about kindness 

to others, especially 

our mummy 

(celebrating Mother’s 

Day) 

 

Reception: 

Working together, 

perseverance and 

understanding how to 

stay safe. 

 

Nursery: 

More play on the 

playground 

equipment. 

 

Reception: 

gymnastics; dance, 

Large construction, 

balance, 

coordination and 

outdoor movement. 

 

 

Nursery: making 

posters of how to 

grow a bean, making 

marks, adult 

modelling writing a 

list of favourite 

vegetables and fruit, 

Mother’s Day cards, 

shared book for 

World Book Day 
 

Reception: Continue 

Song of Sounds, 

reading and writing 

simple sentences, 

labels and signs using 

taught phonemes. 

Nursery: Measure, 

compare and use 

positional language 

through play. 

Matching numbers to 

quantities. 
 

Reception: Mastery: 

number patterns 

within 15; doubling 

and halving; shape 

and pattern 

Nursery: 

Winter Walk, 

observing the 

difference between 

autumn and winter. 

Think about Easter 

and it’s meaning. 

 

Reception RE: 

Why do Christians put 

a cross in an Easter 

garden? 

 

 

Reception: 

Transport past and 

present, journeys, 

maps and technology. 

 

Nursery: 

Making Mother’s 

Day Medals. 

Making bean stalks 

using different 

media. 

 

Reception: 

Designing vehicles, 

junk modelling, 

transport role play 

and printing. 

 

Article 24 

(health and 

health 

services) 

 

Nursery – 

Full of 

Beans! 

 

Reception – 

Planes, 

trains and 

automobiles     

 

 

 

 

Summer 1 

 

 

Nursery: 

Talk about what is 

observed, eg. snails in a 

tank, minibeasts found 

outside, developing 

caterpillars to 

butterflies. 

 

Reception: 

Observe, describe and 

explain changes using 

new vocabulary. 

 

Nursery: 

Caring for living 

things. Looking after 

snails in a tank, worms 

in a wormery. 

 

Reception: 

Caring for living 

things, responsibility 

and teamwork. 

 

Nursery: 

Moving like 

minibeasts, dancing 

like bumble bees 

and butterflies etc. 

Summer walk. 

 

Reception PE: 

dance; cooperate 

and solve problems 

 

Reception: 

Nursery: Enjoy 

information books 

and develop early 

writing through 

observations. 

 

Reception: Apply 

Song of Sounds to 

write labels, 

instructions and 

simple factual 

sentences about 

plants and minibeasts. 

Nursery: Count 

reliably and compare 

quantities through 

practical activities, 

counting minibeasts, 

ladybird spots, 

butterfly wings, legs 

of minibeasts. 

Favourite minibeast 

graph. 
 

Reception: Mastery: 

securing addition and 

Nursery: 

Life – cycle of a 

butterfly, changes in 

seasons. 

 

Reception RE: 

How can we care for 

our wonderful world? 

 

Reception: 

Plants, life cycles, 

insects, habitats and 

seasonal change. 

Nursery: 

Butterfly painting, 

observational 

minibeast drawing. 

Making minibeasts 

with playdough and 

clay. 

 

Reception: 

Nature art, 

observational 

drawing, printing 

Article 19 

(protection 

from 

violence, 

abuse and 

neglect)  

 

Nursery – 

Mad About 

Minibeasts 

 

Reception - 

How does 

your garden 

grow? 



Gardening, planting, 

digging and 

developing fine 

motor control. 

 

subtraction facts; 

number patterns 

within 20; number 

patterns beyond 20; 

money 

 

 

and music inspired 

by nature 

 

 

Summer 

2 

 

 

Nursery: 

Talk about holiday 

experiences and other 

countries. 

 

Reception: 

Recall experiences, ask 

questions and 

confidently share 

ideas. 

 

Nursery: 

Transition to 

Reception. 

 

Reception: 

Independence, 

transition, 

collaboration and 

confidence. 

 

Nursery: 

Take part in Sports 

Day. Team games, 

making up our own 

games and dances. 

 

Reception: 

speed, agility, 

travel; cooperate 

and solve problems, 

outdoor games, 

coordination, 

balance and athletic 

skills. 

 

 

Nursery: Share 

favourite stories and 

continue developing 

early writing through 

play.  

 

Song of Sounds 

focus for the 

children transitioning 

to Reception. 

 

Reception: 

Consolidate Song of 

Sounds, reading with 

fluency and writing 

simple sentences 

independently using 

taught phonics and 

common exception 

words. 

Nursery: Count 

reliably and compare 

quantities through 

practical activities. 

Solve little practical 

problems. 
 

Reception: Mastery: 

measures; 

exploration of 

patterns within 

number 

Nursery: 

Beach Trip, beach 

tuff trays, looking at 

shells and learning 

about beach habitats. 

 

Reception RE: 

Why is the word God 

so important to 

Christians? 

 

Reception: 

Farm animals, food 

production, life cycles 

and caring for the 

environment. 

 

Nursery: 

Making fish and 

other sea creatures, 

sea pictures, sand 

painting. 

 

Reception: 

Nature art, 

observational 

drawing, printing 

and music inspired 

by nature 

 

Article 12 

(respect for 

the views 

of the 

child)  

 

Nursery – 

Super 

Summer 

 

Reception - 

On the Farm 

 

 

 

 

 

 


